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The anthor of this book, Colonel John A, Wright,

of 'hiladelpnia, beiieves that the tune has come fur
1 an i

DMsT
.

METH
Uil

a very extensive change in the organis
government of the Methodist Episeopal Clinreh, In
biried, the relorm which he wishes to esti Ilish is the

inereased representation of the lailv in the conler

ences: hnt hiz ook will attract attention less for
any novelty in his main proposal, which is fawmiliar
enongh, than for the radically demoerat e spirttan
which it is sustained. He bases his ¢lnim fur vouel
if not proportionate, represeutatinn spon the con
tenticn that the system of governnu ait by

clergy is o despotisin sel up by pri st 1y
Chirist gave no powser of government ¢ ither to bis
apostles or his disciples; they were only called to
preach ; and the assump! ion of a divige vight given
1o the minisiry to rale and eommand the clinreh
as full of danger as the assamplion of Il!!\lm
right to eovern nations by kingly power The
Methodist Episcopal Clinrehii<at presont tyrannized
over by a nonrpivg clergy, andd the priviles gelf-
government now demanded for the laity igonly a
demand for their naiural and inalienable rig ehits,
Their forbearanes and patienee have
tried ; but the day of ¢ eranes will come. I the
development ol these argnments han d opinions,
Colonel Wright displays a polemical zeal w llu
sometines carries him pretty far Ha din
the opposition of ministers to Lay equanlits
measared terms: and he conld not treat the General
Conference with less respect than it it wero ron like
a Tummuny Convention. But in peinting out what
he sincerely holils to be dangerons a: il weak plaves
i the Church, he ouly follows lus convictions of
duty : and he hears testimony, on proper oc ensiona,
to the earnest piety of the groatmajority of the
ministers whose policy he cannot anprove,

In reviewing the re ults of ministe wrinl govern-
ment i nses some SoVers langnaoe,  He tinds in
procecdings of the General Conference plain evi-

* dences of seliish ambition, viace-hunting, bargain-
$uir for oflice, secret combinationsg, and e manipu-
Jation of votes. especially the votes of enlored
members, ‘These are.not suppose Wl to lLe exactly
clerical practices, but U olonel Wright aserilios thom
to the complote preponderance of the eleneal
element, and waintains that the right way to purify
the Conferonce is by a large infusion of laymen,
The laity, he urges. should also be admitted to the
Aunual Conferences—n more radical change than.
the incrense of their representation in the General
Conference, for at present they have no part at all
1 the Aunual Conferences. I'he argnment for the
jnnovation is carefully prosented ; but in fact the
democratic theory of the book, that the * Liody of
believors " stand on an absolnte cqui ality, nud that
the practice of sctting apart the ministry as a
higher anthority or adistinet order, is a dangerons
approach to Reman  prind iples, srems to cover
overything. 1he anthor devotes a chapter to the
charitable funds and pablishing interests of the
Clnren, whers he holds that elerieal nsurpation has
wronght mizebief, although he is more conce med by
dangerous tendencies ohserval ble o these depart-
ment« than Ly any great wWrongs s actually accom
plishod.

A chapter on tho evil resnlts to the ministry itsel
from the formation of a ininisteri ul elass will he
read with especial interest, 'The temptation to use
their real or supposed ind senlar polities,
jx st Lefore the preachers of this lnrge and power-
ful denowinution by party leaders, and i the Chuveh
little suspects how many of them yi il toit. The
temptation to abandon the legitimate work of the
miagistry for editorships, seoretarys.aips, anil other

more or less worldly employments under Chinreh
pay. is always present 1o the men eomposing the
Couferences which have the appointment to such
positions.  * For some years past the secmingly
groatest sonree of intercst in the mocting of n Gen

eral Conferance lins not been what conld Le done to
edviuee through the Church the canse of the
Master, but who should have the ollices. . . . In the
General Conference of 1ssd, 210 of the 265
ministerial delegates received votes for some officinl
posttion, and 470 pames were used for the 1=6
oflicial positions anid  honorary  appointments.’”
Positions in the gift of the Gener: al Conference nre
rarcly conferred npon any € seopt its own members,
Tlie smaller places connecte sl with the Anunal Con-
ferences are equally soaght after by the me mbers
of those Lodies, Buat Colouel Wright recod mizes the
fuct that the tendency to seculicization of the
ministry is by 1o means an ey i1 special to the
Methodist Churel. Ling its vootsin noiversal

TORAT e,

ence, in
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Buwian nature, and the teraptation is common to ail

Protestant Clinrches in all lunds.  Another templa-
tion to the ministry is to lw found in the attempt to
gpcure cortiin aims by concert of action as a cliss,
A combination to builil up a mimstor ial hicrarchy
hus been at work for sowe yeus *Toexe Tnde the
luity from any further ropresentition in the
connels of the Chureli s the tirst verse of this New
Testawont ; to attack the bishops' Jower, and to

place a lhwit ou the le nuth of their serviee, is the |

Uonferenoe

Annual

vertaim

the W i

with

gecond 3 to buibd up
recognizel  power legislitive and
alministrative rights is the third.” s matter iy
treated ot length and with cousiderable force,

Finally Coloael Wright snmimarizes liis proposals
ander the following heads: 1. Egual representation
and equal powers of the ministry an | the laity iu
the Geuneral and Aunual  Conlercncos, The
representation of the itinerant wiistry in the Gen-
eril Coufercnce to ba confined to the eftective
jtineraut men. 9. The clerical membership in an
Aunual Conference to be limited to the eliective
tavelling mimstry. L Ministers to Le protected
from temptations to give np the active ministry or
enter upon scenlur pursuits ‘Ta these prime nro-
posals he adds varioms suggestions more or less
diveatly conacetod with them—such s an eqnal
sopresentation of i nistry and laity in the manage-
ment of the Churel boards and « haritable socictics;
the control of the publishinginterests by a com-
mittoe composed of three-fourths layoien and one
fourth ministers; acd the sefiing apart of the
colored members in an orguunization of theirown—
whieh will be better for them and very much hetter
for their white brethien.

1t is probable that the question of lny-renresenta-
tion will be discussed with some energy in the nest
General Couference, to be held in 1sss, and the
present publication ls important as an carly formu-
Jation of the wishes of the mont radical wlvoeatis
of change, The discussion has gene on long cuongh
already to gather heat, aud it will gather more he-
fore it conies to asettloment.  The acrimonions tono
of some of Colonel Wright's remirks, however un-
fortanate wemay think it, is not anuntural. Dot
members of the Church may take comfort in the
reflection that if the evils which this aggressive
reforer dreads liad made any serious inroads npon
the apinlual:ty of the Methodist clergy, the nston-
jsbing vigor which distinguishes Methodism iu every
corner of the country would certaiuly not have
survived.
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